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Abstract: This study examines a range of textual prefaces belonging to different
literary and scholarly genres, seeking to uncover the layers of meaning and the
positions they embody as textual thresholds. Whether self-authored or written by
others, these prefaces serve as repositories in which their authors articulate a variety
of positions and attitudes, shaped by the nature and function of each type. The
original preface accompanying a book’s first edition may contain statements that
stand in direct contradiction to those presented in a subsequent edition. In some
cases, substantial revisions are introduced in a later preface, following the book’s
reception, critical evaluation, and repeated rounds of debate and discussion.

The study focuses on four models of textual prefaces, offering a brief examination of
each through a representative literary work. It first investigates the unspoken and the
elements that, arguably, ought not to have been disclosed in the original self-
authored preface , to The “Third Gender “ by Lebanese writer Joumana Haddad. It
then examines the bilateral preface written by the poet Nizar Qabbani for Ahlam
Mosteghanemi’s novel “Memory in the Flesh”, a preface that contributed to the
novel’s widespread recognition. The study also considers how this preface was
strategically positioned on the back cover of the book, thereby functioning as an
external paratext visible to readers browsing the shelves of bookstores and book
fairs.

The third model is the descriptive, critical, and objective preface written by the poet
Basim Abbas for the collection “Colored Words” by Palestinian poet Jihad al-
Hanafi. The analysis culminates, in an examination of the various types of prefaces
brought together at the beginning of Adonis’s “The Fixed and the Mutable”. These
include the original self-authored preface, the original preface written by the
supervisor of his doctoral dissertation, the subsequent self-authored preface, and the
later self-authored preface, in addition to the methodological framework and
objectives articulated in the work.

Particular attention is devoted to the ways in which Adonis employs these prefaces
to revise positions adopted in earlier editions, articulate and reconfigure his
ideological vision, and close off avenues of debate with those who have challenged
the foundational assumptions of his book.

Ultimately, the study seeks to answer the following question: How do prefaces
function as indispensable textual thresholds in the selected works, and how are their
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roles manifested in the examples examined?

Keywords: Preface, Paratexts, Original Preface, Self-Authored Preface, Other-
Authored Preface, Disruption of the Horizon of Reception, Subsequent Preface,
Later Preface.
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