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Abstract:

The issue of the relationship between the state and the community in Mauritania
cannot be reduced to an institutional crisis or legislative shortcomings; at its core, it is
a crisis of legitimacy and values resulting from the disconnect between the modern

state—both in its constitutional structure and political practices—and the historical
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political community that forms the value-based and social framework of Mauritanian

society.

Analysis has shown that the Mauritanian state emerged in a colonial context and
internalized a Western political model based on state centralization and the logic of
conflict—a model at odds with the Arab-Islamic political experience, which
historically prioritized the community, valued balance, and constrained authority
through justice and collective consent. This structural divergence has led to the
fragility of constitutional legitimacy and a duality of sources of legitimacy between a
state possessing formal legal authority and a community retaining effective social

legitimacy outside the institutional framework.
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