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Abstract

This study undertakes the mechanisms for initiating public prosecution under Mauritanian
law. It considers public prosecution as a means of protecting public order and enforcing

criminal policy. The study outlines the legal framework governing the initiation of public

155



ayt _’/(ﬂ_)Q_
N° 99 Janvier 2026 sl TR Y
Revue des Contentieux des Affaires / ISSN : 2508-9293 :

2P hall (3 pamicin gon ny oy phn

prosecution, with a specific emphasis on the role of the public prosecutor as the primary
authority in  charge of initiating and  pursuing criminal  proceedings.
The study also considers the role of judicial police in gathering preliminary evidence. Further,
it highlights the contribution of the victim of a crime to initiating public prosecution through
the exercise of civil action in accordance with legal requirements. In addition, the study
analyses the restrictions imposed on the initiation of public prosecution, such as the
requirement of a complaint, authorisation, or a request in certain offences and their impact
on the course of criminal justice.
The study concludes that the effectiveness of these mechanisms remains contingent upon
strengthening the independence of the public prosecution. It also emphasises the need to
develop procedural rules. Such development should ensure a balance between protecting

society and safeguarding rights and freedoms.
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