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Abstract: This study derives paramount significance from the intensifying international
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conflict among major powers over the African continent. It addresses the issue of "neo-
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Accepted 22 Jan. 2026 colonialism" as the paramount challenge threatening the stability and developmental
' future of developing nations. The research problem highlights the evolution of
Published: Jun. 2026 dominance strategies from direct military invasion to indirect mechanisms of influence

that extend beyond political and economic dimensions to encompass social, military,
and technological realms, thereby perpetuating dependency despite the attainment of
nominal political independence.

To comprehensively address all aspects of this phenomenon, the study is divided
into three main themes: the first examines the concept of neo-colonialism and the
historical evolution of its mechanisms; the second explores its economic, cultural, and
social manifestations and impacts on developing nations; and the third investigates the
strategies of former colonial powers alongside national and regional counter-strategies.
The study adopts the analytical method to deconstruct this phenomenon, map its
dimensions, and analyze its resultant practices.

The findings reveal that neo-colonialism constitutes the primary impediment to

sustainable development and national sovereign decision-making. It maintains the

African continent under the burden of dependency by depleting natural resources

through transnational corporations, deepening external debt burdens, eroding cultural

identity, weakening national militaries, and fueling internal conflicts to ensure

continued control over its assets. The study recommends dismantling the institutional

Cited as: and ideological frameworks imposed by the colonizer, fostering comprehensive
Safaa S. Khalifa regional cooperation and local innovation to safeguard national independence, and
investing strategically in education and youth to ensure the optimal utilization of the

WRP. Sci. J. Vol.9 No. 1 (2026)  continent’s human and natural resources in accordance with a self-determined strategic
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vision that achieves national sovereignty and economic justice.
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